


 1

 

Chairman’s Message 
 

The larger context of education is to prepare future citizens for 

a meaningful and productive life in a globalised society. There 

is a dire need to continuously strengthen the education system 

especially in a diverse society like ours.  We have to address 

the requirements of students in all corners of India and abroad 

in schools following the CBSE system. 

 

To meet this objective we need to look at the holistic 

assessment of a learner. This will  include both scholastic and co-scholastic areas 

of learner growth with particular reference to attributes such as life skills, attitudes 

and values, sports and games as well as co curricular activities. The CCE scheme 

aims at addressing this in a comprehensive manner. 

 

The Trainers’ Manual for Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation will enable 

Master Trainers/ Trainers/ Teachers to comprehend and execute this scheme in a 

scientific and creative manner. 

 

The Manual is accompanied by a Power point Presentation on a C.D. which will 

facilitate the training- learning process.  

 

A special word of thanks to Dr. Sadhana Parashar (Education Officer, CBSE) and 

Mr. R.P. Sharma (Consultant, CBSE) for conceptualizing the scheme. 

 

Before I conclude I would like to thank Mrs. Ameeta Mulla Wattal (Principal), 

Mrs. Anita Luthra (Academic Supervisor), Mrs. Shuchi Bajaj (Co-ordinator-

Teachers Centre) Springdales School, Pusa Road; Mrs. Meera Balachandran 

(Former Principal, Ramjas School, R. K. Puram); Mrs. Anuradha Sen ;  Mrs. 

Sangeeta Bhatia (Principal, New State Academy) for their tireless efforts in 

conceptualizing and designing of both the Training Module and the Presentation. 

 

A number of issues are likely to be raised regarding this initiative, as it is being 

done for the first time by any Board in India.  Your suggestions are welcome.   

Please mail them to the Chairman CBSE by Super scribing “CBSE Examination 

Reforms” or log on to www.cbse.nic.in and click on the ‘Interact with Chairman 

on Class X Board Examination’ button.   

 

I hope that schools will follow the CCE Scheme of School Based Assessment in 

the right spirit with academic honesty and for the overall good of the students 

community. 

 

Vineet Joshi 

Chairman & Secretary 

CBSE 
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Introduction 

 

Good morning, we the Resource persons today are extremely privileged to be part of this 

futuristic step brought in by CBSE – the introduction of Continuous and Comprehensive 

Evaluation in Class IX & X w.e.f. 2009. 

 

We are privileged to be working with all of you colleagues who have come from various 

parts of India and who have been selected specially to attend this training programme. 

 

You are aware that all of us have been partners with CBSE on many occasions and we all 

know that all of us have worked together whether it is paper setting, moderating, 

correcting or supporting the CBSE in its endeavors. Many of us in the audience have 

helped pioneer new ventures by the CBSE.  

 

The NCF document which in itself is a move forward in child centered education has 

emphasized stress free assessment. CBSE has designed CCE on the pedagogic changes 

incorporated in the NCF. It has also kept in mind the NCERT books that have undergone 

some delightful changes and are so child friendly today.  While the CCE is being 

repositioned and strengthened, the idea embedded in this initiative is old and has been 

implemented in school systems across the world.  

 

However, every change has its challenges which can be made successful if all of us 

become part of that change.  We begin this workshop today as Resource Persons who are 

here to share ideas, learn from each other and arrive at a certain consensus.  

 

CCE has to go across thousands of schools in and outside India to the remotest corners of 

the country where there is a CBSE school. It can be done, if we work together along with 

the support of CBSE to make it a success. We owe this to our children who deserve a 

stress free learning environment. 
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Programme 

 

Registration and Inauguration       

 

Introduction         (15 minutes) 

 

Modules                

1. Ice – Breaker–        (45 minutes) 

2. Deconstructing the Circular CBSE – 39 / 40  / 2009     (35 minutes) 

3. Jigsaw Reading of Teachers Manual on Continuous and Comprehensive 

Evaluation                  (60 minutes) 

 

 

 

Tea Break - 11:20 – 11:40 a.m.   

 

4. Assessment –       (90 minutes) 

5. CCE Card  –         (40 minutes) 

 

 

 

Lunch - 2:10 – 2:50 p.m.   

 

5. Case studies – analysis and interpretation  -     (30 minutes) 

     6. Evaluation Scheme – Subject wise – Class IX  

            (20 minutes) 

         Feedback -          (10 minutes) 
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Module 1 – ICE BREAKER 

Time : 45 minutes  

 

 

Objective: To get participants to understand terminology used in the document 

and also introduce themselves. 

 

Preparation: One Key word to be given to each participant. 

             Power- point presentation on the words. 

 

Procedure: Once participants are seated at the table. Each participant will reflect 

on the key word before him/ her. 

 

Plenary: Ask participants to introduce themselves in one sentence and also give 

the meaning of the Key Word. 

 

Task Directive to be placed on the PPT. 

 

“These are some words found in the Teachers’ Manual.  Reflect on the meaning 

of the word before you.  In the plenary each of your will introduce yourself using 

this language” ‘I am _____________ from ___________. To me the word 

___________ means _______________’. 

 

 

Support understanding of the words by using the PPT for Module 1. 
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These are some words found in the Evaluation document.  
Refelect on the meaning of the words 
 
Total Time : 5 minutes 

 
DIAGNOSTIC    

 

SCHOOL BASED 

EVALUATION   

 

HOLISTIC 

CONTINUOUS    

COMPREHENSIVE  

FORMATIVE 

ASSESSMENT 

DESCRIPTIVE  

INDICATOR   

SELF AWARENESS  

RATING SCALE  

SKILLS             

CO SCHOLASTIC 

LEARNER PROFILE  

LATERAL THINKING  

APTITUDE       

SCHOLASTIC   

LIFE SKILLS    

THINKING SKILLS 

SUMMATIVE 

ASSESSMENT     

PERIODICITY 

REMEDIAL  

FEEDBACK     

PROJECT   

 

TECHNIQUES  &  TOOLS 

OF  EVALUATION 

  

 INDICATORS OF   

ASSESSMENT  
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BRIEF MEANING OF KEY WORDS 

 

• Holistic means all round development within the school space which 

involves both academic and co-curricular activities. (As seen in the 

above slides). 

 

• Diagnostic is identifying opportunities of improvement and strengths 

of child through series of tools like observation, listening, dialogue 

approach, verbal quizzing, high order thinking skills (HOTS). 

 

• Lateral thinking allows the learner to think differently and out of the 

box. Thereby accepting the student’s understanding of complex 

issues. 

 

• Scholastic refers to all aspects of intellect (mind / brain), which 

includes assessment of learners in curricular subjects. (Work 

experience, art education along with other subjects as shown in the 

slide). 

  

• Co-scholastic looks at the other areas beyond the intellect like the 

hand and heart and therefore deals with attitudes, values and 

participation in co-curricular activities indoor / outdoor. 

 

• Continuous is a regular and constant evaluation process where testing 

and teaching go hand in hand to ensure that all areas that need 

attention are dealt with as and when required. 

 

• Remedial teaching addresses opportunity of improvement through the 

tools of assessment like observation, HOTS, etc. 

 

• Periodicity implies that assessment will continue at periodic intervals 

and not happen only at the end of the teaching. (daily, weekly, 

monthly or term wise). 

 

• Leaner profile is a picture of the child in all areas both scholastic and 

co-scholastic. 

 

•  Feedback is a process of evaluation after any learning / teaching / 

activity from the stakeholders (parents / students / society at large). 

 

• Grading a child is dynamic (constantly growing). Grading is an 

indicative of his progress at all levels. It is used in lieu of marks to 

prevent competition and lack of self esteem. 
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Module 2  - Deconstructing the circular CBSE – 09/39 - 40 

 

Time : 35 minutes  

 

Objective –  To get participants to understand the circular dispatched by CBSE – 

09/39 – 40 

To get participants to raise queries on the circular 

 

Preparation –   

� Power point presentation 

� Copies of the circular at each table 

� Handout of questions at each table. 

� Copy of answers to questions 

 

Procedure –  

Take participants through the PPT. Ask participants to go through the circular as 

a group and  understand the main issues. Raise the following questions through 

the handout Give participants a total of 5 minutes to complete questionnaire. 

 

Task Directive -  you are requested to go through the two circulars placed at 

your table and then answer the questionnaire also placed at the table.  Please 

work in pairs.  You have 5 minutes to complete this task.  As a group share your 

answers.  Any further queries on the circular should be written on the post it note 

placed at your table.  These queries will be handled later.  
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Handout  

 

       Deconstructing the Circular No. 39-40 
 
 

1. Please work in pairs 

2. Read through the circular no. 39-40 and fill in the blanks. 

3. You have 5 minutes to complete the task 

4. On completion of the task discuss with the other participants at your 

table and arrive at a consensus. (5 minutes) 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

1. CCE will cover the ________    and_____________ areas of school 

education. 

2. The two types of assessment referred to in the circular 

are______________ and_________. The periodicity of the two types 

of assessment are ___________and __________ a year respectively. 

3. ___________Assessment totals to 40% weightage. 

4. ________Assessment totals to 60% weightage. 

5. There are _________ grades in part A of ___________   assessment 

and part B of the same assessment has________ grades. 

6. ____________assessment covers non academic areas like attitudes 

and skills there     are____________ grades. 

7. If a student secures Grade 6 in the academic areas his/her marks 

would range from ___ to ____. 

8. CCE advocates absolute grading. This means that Grade 9 would 

imply an_____ grade. 

9. The academic term will be divided into ________ terms.  

 

    Class IX and X   2010-2011 

 

 

1. Which report cards are to be used? 

 

2.  Who will sign the completed CCE cards? 

 

3. Which document has the syllabus and examination 

specifications? 

 

4. How can the board help for selection of subjects in class XI? 

 

5. When would this help be available? 
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Handout Answers  

 

Deconstructing the Circular No. 39-40 

 

 

           Answers 
 

1. CCE will cover the scholastic   and co scholastic  areas of school 

education. 

2. The two types of assessment referred to in the circular are formative 

and summative. The periodicity of the two types of assessment are 

four and twice a year respectively. 

3. Formative Assessment totals to 40% weightage. 

4. Summative Assessment totals to 60% weightage. 

5. There are nine grades in Part A of Scholastic assessment and part B 

of the same assessment has five   grades. 

6. Summative assessment covers non academic areas like attitudes and 

skills and there are three grades. 

7. If a student secures Grade 6 in the academic areas his/her marks 

would range from 51% to 60%. 

8. CCE advocates absolute grading. This means that Grade 9 would 

imply an A2 grade. 

9. The academic term will be divided into two terms.  

 

Class IX and X 2010-2011 

 

1. Which report cards are to be used? 

               Report cards issued by the school 

, 

       2.  Who will sign the completed CCE cards in class X for 2011? 

             The Board, the Principal and the Student. 

 

       3. Which document has the syllabus and examination specifications? 

   Syllabus and Examination as per Secondary School Curriculum 

Document 2010. 

 

        4. How can the board help for selection of subjects in class xi? 

             By holding aptitude tests. 

 

        5. When would this help be available? 

      Twice a year 
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Module 3 : Jigsaw Reading of Teachers Manual on CCE assessment 

         

Time : 60 minutes  

 

Objective -  To take participants through the whole document through a process 

of jigsaw reading where different groups would be given different chapters to 

read and present to the rest of the larger group.  

 

Preparation -  Every participant to have a copy of the Teachers’ Mannual. 

 

Each table to be asked to go through one chapter of the guidelines in 15 minutes 

and draw up the main ideas. Each group will be given 5 minutes to present (6 x 5 

= 30) 

 

- Since there are only 6 chapters and we have 6 groups. 

 

Eg.: Group 1 – Chapter 1   Group 5 – Chapter 5 

        Group 2 – Chapter 2   Group 6 – Chapter 6 

        Group 3 – Chapter 3 

        Group 4 – Chapter 4    

 

Procedure-  The Power point has been prepared on the main issues addressed 

in the Teachers’  Manual 

 

 

Task Directive 

 

Read through the chapter assigned to your group.  Discuss the chapter in the 

group.  You have 15 minutes to do this.  At the end of 15 minutes you will be 

asked to present the main points of the chapter you have read to the rest of the 

group.  You will have to be very brief as you have only 5 minutes each. 
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Module 4: Assessment 

 

Time : 90 minutes  

 

Processes and Procedures 

Objectives :  

 

• To clarify to the participants the processes and procedures that will be adopted 

for summative and formative assessment in scholastic and co-scholastic areas. 

 

• To lay emphasis on the tools and techniques used for assessment. 

Preparation : 

 

• Power point  presentation on assessment  

Procedure : 

 

Participants will be taken through the entire process of assessment with the help of a 

power point which will highlight all types of assessment and the tools used for the same. 

Task Directive : 

 

As a group you will expected to draw out  guidelines for assessing a group task. You 

have ten minutes to complete the task.  You will be expected to share the processes 

involved with the rest of the group.  You will be given three minutes to share these 

processes. 

 
Procedure- 
 
To design a group task for students of Class X on “Democratic Rights are yet to be a 
reality in India-Challenges and Issues”  
 
Identify the SKILLS, TECHNIQUES and TOOLS which would be used for FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT 
 
 
1. What Tools?   

 

2. What Techniques?  
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Module 5 – CCE Card and Report Book  

Time : 40 minutes  

 

Objective : To familiarize participants with the various areas in the CCE card 

drawing specific attention to the co-scholastic areas. 

 

Preparation : Power point, Case studies and Handout of CCE card.  

 

Procedure :  

 

• To the take the participants through the power point highlighting 

procedures involved in filling up the card. 

 

• To give the participants the task of filling in a card after studying the case 

study at the table. Participants will work in pairs. Each table will have a 

minimum of two / one case study / ies to look at. 

 

• Plenary Resource Person will ask at each table to allocate grade and 

justifiy the same. 

 

Task Directive : 

 

 You have been given a case study at your table.  Working in pairs fill out the 

card.  You will be asked to justify the rating you have given to the particular 

student.  You have 10 minutes to complete the task.  Work in pairs and arrive at 

a consensus.  
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DRAFT EVALUATION SCHEME 
 
 

Class IX          2010 Science 
 

II Term        October 2009 to March 2010 
 
 
There will be two formative and one summative test  
 
1.  FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 
 
A)  Formative 1 & 2 will include 
 
(a)  Written tests 
 
(b)  Continuous Assessment in following suggested areas (minimum two areas) 

(i)   Home Assignments 
(ii)  Class Work/Worksheets 
(iii) Class Response       Oral Test 

                 Quiz 
(iv)  Seminar 
(v)  Symposium 
(iv)  Group Discussion 

 
(c)  Practicals 
 
(d)  Group Activity 
       In following suggested areas (Any one activity) 

(i)    Power 
(ii)   Investigatory/Experimental projects 
(iii)  Action Plan 
(iv)  Survey 
(v)   Assessment on worksheets based on field trips 

 
Any other activity 
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2. Summative Assessment  
 
Class IX examination to be held in March,2009 will be           from the following 
chapters of  Class IX Science 
 
Sr. No.                Name of the chapter 
 
1   IS MATTER AROUND US PURE 
2.   ATOMS AND MOLECULES 
3.   STRUCTURE OF THE ATOM 
4.   THE FUNDAMENTAL UNIT OF LIFE 
5.     TISSUES 
6.   MOTION 
7.   FORCE AND LAWS OF MOTION 
8.   WORK AND ENERGY 
9   WHY DO WE FALL ILL 
10.   IMPROVEMENT IN FOOD RESOURCES 
 
Design of the question paper No. of question Marks for each  Total 
marks 
 
Totals               Question Indicate 
 
(i)    MCQ (Theory)     15   1  
 15 
(ii)   MCQ (Practical skills)   15   1  
 15 
(iii)  Very short answer type      08   1  
 08 
(iv)  Short answer type I    09   2  
 18 
(v)   Short answer type-II     03   3  
 09 
(iv)  Long answer                         03   5  
 15 

------              -
------ 

       53     
 80 
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DRAFT EVALUATION SCHEME 
 

CLASS-IX    MATHEMATICS 
 

SECOND TERM         (Oct., 2009 to March, 2009) 
 

There will be two formative Test and a year end summative test.  
 
The Weightage will be as under: 
 
    Weightage     
 
Formative I   10 marks 
(content based) 
 
Formative II   10 marks 
(Activity based)  
   
Summative   40 marks 
 
Total :   60 marks 
 
Formative I  & II 
 
 a)  There will be written tests based on content area of the subject 
 b) Any two of the following theory based activities, to be evaluated 

 (i) Oral Test  
 (ii) Work Sheets 

  (iii) Presentation/discussions 
  (iv) Regularity in Home work 
  (v) Participation in Maths events like quiz, competitions etc. 
 
(c)  Evaluation of two activities out of the listed activities in CBSE  
      manual Class IX. 
 
(b)  Evaluation of project work, preferably done in groups 
 
(c )  Evaluation of record of maths lab activities maintained by the student 
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Summative Assessment  
 
Class IX examination to be held in March, 2010 will be evaluated from the 
following units of the syllabus 
 
Unit 1:  Number System 
Unit 2:  Polynomials 
Unit 3  Geometry 
  (Lines & angles, Triangles, quadrilaterals, parallelograms and 
circles) 
Unit 4:  Surface areas and volumes 
Unit 5:  Statistics 
 

Design of the Question Paper 
 
Type of Questions  No. of Questions      Marks for each     Total 
Marks 
        Question 
 
(i)    MCQ          8    1     8 16 
              4    2   
 8    
 
(ii)   Short answer  7    2            
14  
        Type -I 
 
(iii)   Short answer             10    3            
30 
        Type –II    
 
(iv)    Long Answer type  5    4   
 20 
 

-----                -
------ 

    34       
 80 

------                -
------ 
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EXAMINATION SPECIFICATIONS 

DRAFT ENGLISH (COMMUNICATIVE) 

CLASS IX &X 

CODE: 101  

Instructions to Question Paper Setters,  

The Question Paper will be divided into four Sections:  

Section A:  Reading Comprehension - 20 marks 

Section B:   Writing   - 20 marks 

Section C:  Grammar   - 20 marks 

Section D:  Literature   - 20 marks  

Scheme of Section and Weight-age to content:  

SECTION   TYPES OF 

QUESTIONS 

NO. OF 

QUESTIONS 

MARKS 

Section A Four Passages 

Extract from poetry/Poem 

Factual/Descriptive Passage 

Literary Passage 

Discursive Passage 

MCQ 4 5X4=20  

  

  

Total=20 

Section B Writing Skills 

B1.  Formal Letter/Informal Letter/e-

mail (Visual or verbal stimulus) 

B2.  Diary 

Entry/Article/Speech/Declamation/Story 

writing/Composition (Visual or verbal 

stimulus) 

B3.  Bio sketch/Data Interpretation 

dialogue completion 

LA 

 

 

 

LA 

 

 

SA 

1 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

1 

1X8 

 

 

1X8 

 

 

 

1X4 

 

Total=20 

Section C Grammar MCQ 5  5X4=20  

Total=20 

Section D Literature MCQ  

S.A. 

L.A. 

(Internal 

choice) 

2 

4  

1 

3+3=6 

4X2=8 

1X6=6 

Total=20 
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DRAFT DESIGN OF THE QUESTION PAPER 

Social Science          Class 

IX 

Time allowed : 3 ½ hours       Max. Marks: 

80 

 

1. Weightage to form of questions : 

Form of questions Marks for each 

question 

No. of 

questions 

Total marks 

MCQ 1 16 16 

Short answer (SA) 3 16 48 

Long answer (LA) 4 3 12 

Map question 4 1 4 

 

 

Total  

 36 80 

        

 

 

2. Unit-wise Division of Questions 

 

1 mark 

 questions 

3 marks 

questions 

4 marks 

questions 

Map 

question 

Total  Unit No. and 

titles/ subjects 

Marks 

No. of 

question 

No. of 

questions 

No. of 

questions 

No. of 

questions 

 

I. India and the 

Contemporary 

World 

(History) 

18 2 4 1 - 18(7) 

II. India – Land 

and the People 

(Geography) 

20 4 4 - 1 20(9) 

III. Democratic 

Politics I 

(Political 

Science) 

18 5 3 1 - 18(9) 

IV. 

Understanding 

Economics 

16 3 3 1 - 16(7) 

V. Disaster 

Management 

8 2 2 - - 8(4) 

Total  80 16 16 3 1 80(36) 

 

Note: Figures within the brackets indicate number of questions and outside the bracket 

their total marks. 

 

 

 

 

1. Scheme of options : Internal choice is provided in the map question only. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE SYLLABUS FOR CLASS IX FOR MARCH 2010 

 

UNIT 1  (History)  India and the Contemporary World I 

 Section I: Events and Processes  ( ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

1. The French Revolution 

2. Socials in Europe and the Russian Revolution 

3. Nazism and the Rise of Hitler 

 

 

Section II: Livelihoods, Economies and Societies (ANY ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING) 

4. Forest Society and Colonialism 

 

 

5. Pastoralists in the Modern World 

6. Peasants and Farmers.  

 

 

 

Section III: Every Day Life, Culture and Politics (ANY ONE OF THE 

FOLLOWING) 

7. History and Sports : The story of cricket 

8. Clothing : A Social History 

 

UNIT II (GEOGRAPHY) CONTEMPORARY INDIA I 

Chapter 3 – Drainage 

Chapter 4 – Climate 

Chapter 5 – Natural Vegetation and Wildlife 

Chapter 6 – Population 

Map Work – Based on the above chapters as per the list of map items 

provided herewith. 

 

UNIT III – (POLITICAL SCIENCE) DEMOCRATIC POLITICS 

Chapter 3  - Constitutional Design 

Chapter 4 – Electoral Politics 

Chapter 5 – Working of Institutions 

Chapter 6 – Democratic Rights 

 

UNIT IV – ECONOMICS 

Chapter2 – People as Resource 

Chapter 3 – Poverty as a challenge   

Chapter 4 – Food Security in India 

 

UNIT V – (DISASTER MANAGEMENT) TOGETHER, TOWARDS A 

SAFER INDIA - II 

Chapter 2 – Specific Hazards and Mitigation 

Chapter 3 - Preventing Common Human Induced Disasters 
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LIST OF MAP ITEMS (GEOGRAPHY) 

On Political Outline Map of India (Both for identification & locating and 

labeling) 

 

Chapter 3 – (Drainage)   

Rivers : Ganga, Satluj, Brahmaputra, Narmada, Tapi, Mahanadi, Godavari, 

Krishna and Kaveria 

Lakes : Chilka, Pulicat, Vembanad, Sambhar 

Mountain Ranges : The Karakoram, Zasker, Shivalik, Aravali, Vindhya, Satpura, 

Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats 

Mountain Peaks :  K2, Kanchanjunga, Anaimudi 

Coastal Strips: Coromandel, Konkan 

 

Chapter 4:   (Climate) 

Cities : Tiruvananthapuram, Chennai, Jodhpur, Jaipur, Bangalore, Mumbai, 

Kolkata, Leh, Shillong, Delhi, Nagpur 

Areas receiving rainfall over 400 cms. 

Areas receiving rainfall less than 20 cms. 

Chapter 5 : (Natural Vegetation & Wildlife) 

Areas : Evergreen forests, Tropical theory forests, Mountain forests, Mangarove 

forests. 

National Parks : Corbett, Kaziranga, Ranthambor, Shivpuri, Kanha Kirt, 

Simlipal, Manas 

Bird Sanctuaries : Bharatpur and Ranganathitto 

Wild Life Sanctuaries : Sariska, Mudumalai, Rajaji, Dachigam 

Chapter 6  (Population) 

o The State having the highest density of population 

o The State having the lowest density of population 

o The State having the highest sex ratio 

o The State having the lowest sex ratio 

o The most populous State of India 

o The least populous State of India 
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Draft Draft Draft Draft Hindi (Course A) Hindi (Course A) Hindi (Course A) Hindi (Course A) ---- Class IX Class IX Class IX Class IX    
    

INSTRUCTIONS TO QUESTION PAPER SETTERSINSTRUCTIONS TO QUESTION PAPER SETTERSINSTRUCTIONS TO QUESTION PAPER SETTERSINSTRUCTIONS TO QUESTION PAPER SETTERS    

    

GENERALGENERALGENERALGENERAL    

A. Comprehension 

B. Grammar 

C. Literature  

D. Writing   

 

Scheme of Sections and WeightScheme of Sections and WeightScheme of Sections and WeightScheme of Sections and Weight----age to Contentage to Contentage to Contentage to Content    
 

PartPartPartPart    SectionSectionSectionSection    MarksMarksMarksMarks    Types of Types of Types of Types of 

QuestionsQuestionsQuestionsQuestions    

No of QuestionNo of QuestionNo of QuestionNo of Question    

 Ka  Ka  Ka  Ka     Reading and 

Comprehension  

(Unseen)    

5X4=20202020    MCQMCQMCQMCQ    4444    

 Kha Kha Kha Kha    Grammar 4X5=20202020     MCQMCQMCQMCQ    5555    

 Ga Ga Ga Ga      Literature    10+05+ 

05=20202020    

SA(10Mrks),LA(SA(10Mrks),LA(SA(10Mrks),LA(SA(10Mrks),LA(

05Marks)  and 05Marks)  and 05Marks)  and 05Marks)  and 

MCMCMCMCQ(05Marks)Q(05Marks)Q(05Marks)Q(05Marks)    

    

3333    

 Kha  Kha  Kha  Kha           Writing    (O5+05)+05

+05=20202020    

LA(05+05MarkLA(05+05MarkLA(05+05MarkLA(05+05Mark

s) VSA 05) s) VSA 05) s) VSA 05) s) VSA 05) 

MCQ(05Marks)MCQ(05Marks)MCQ(05Marks)MCQ(05Marks)    

    

4444    
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CCE Session – Feedback  

 
Thank you for being part of this session.  Your responses will help in developing further 

sessions.  Please answer the questions given below – 

 

S. 

No. 

Question Response 

 

1. 

 

Has the session enabled you to 

understand the concept of Continuous 

Comprehensive Evaluation ?  Evaluate 

on the rating scale given alongside. 

 

3       2  1     
   Excellent     Good   Average 

 

2. 

 

Would you require more sessions to 

clarify your understanding of the new 

learning system?  

 

 

Yes / No 

 

3. 

 

Specify areas that need further 

clarification. 

 

 

4. 

 

Do you think the importance given to 

co-scholastic learning areas is 

appropriate? 

 

 

Yes / No 

 

5. 

 

After having attended the workshop, 

How confident are you for conducting 

training sessions in your area with  

 

Parents      

Teachers in your school   

Principals       

Teachers of other schools 

 

 

 

 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

Yes / No 

 

6. 

 

Will you be willing to conduct 

workshops in your region 

 

Yes / No 

 

Name of the Principal / Teacher : ______________________ 

Name of the School   : ______________________ 

Signatures     : ______________________ 

 

Contact Details    : ______________________ 
       ______________________ 
       ______________________ 
Phone / Mobile No.   : ______________________ 
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ANNEXURES: 

1.LIST OF KEY WORDS 

 

2. CIRCULAR 39/2009 

 

3. CIRCULAR 40/2009 

 

4. REPORT BOOK 

 

5. CCE CERTIFICATE 

 

6. CONTINUOUS AND COMPREHENSIVE 

EVALUATION 

 

7. CASE STUDIES 
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DIAGNOSTIC    

SCHOOL  BASED  EVALUATION 

HOLISTIC 

CONTINUOUS          

 COMPREHENSIVE 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT 

DESCRIPTIVE  INDICATOR   

SELF AWARENESS  

RATING SCALE  

SKILLS             

CO SCHOLASTIC 

LEARNER PROFILE  

LATERAL THINKING              

APTITUDE                   

SCHOLASTIC          
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THINKING SKILLS 
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REMEDIAL    

FEEDBACK                

PROJECT  

TECHNIQUES & TOOLS OF  EVALUATION  

INDICATORS OF   ASSESSMENT  

ATTITUDES  

ANECDOTAL RECORD           

PORTFOLIO  

  



 26

 

CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 

2, COMMUNITY CENTRE, PREET VIHAR, DELHI-110 092 

 

 

No. CBSE/ACAD/2009                20th September, 2009 

                               Circular No. 39/20-09-2009 

All the Heads of the institutions 

affiliated to CBSE 

 

Subject: Examination Reforms and Continuous and Comprehensive      

Evaluation (CCE) in the Central Board of Secondary Education 

(CBSE) 

 

Dear Principals, 

 

The larger context of education is to prepare futuristic citizens for a meaningful 

and productive life in a globalised society. There is a dire need to strengthen the 

education system even more so in a pluralistic society which addresses itself to a 

heterogeneous group. Evaluation is a means of realising the extent to which we 

have been successful in imparting such an education. Evaluation is an 

indispensable part of the educational process as some form of assessment is 

necessary to determine the effectiveness of teaching learning processes and their 

assimilation by learners.   

 

External examinations ‘are largely inappropriate for the ‘knowledge society’ of the 21st 

century and its’ need for innovative problem solvers’, Questions if not framed well, 

“call for rote memorization and fail to test higher-order skills like reasoning and analysis, 

lateral thinking, creativity and judgement. External exams make no allowance for 

different types of learners and learning environments and induce an in-ordinate level of 

anxiety and stress”.  

(NCF- Position paper on Examination Reforms) 

This calls for a functional and reliable system of School-Based Evaluation. 

 

We need to look at the holistic assessment of a learner which also includes co-

scholastic area of Life Skills, Attitudes and Values, Sports and Games as well as 

Co-Curricular activities. The CCE scheme aims at addressing this in a holistic 

manner. A number of National Committees and Commissions in the past have 

consistently made recommendations regarding reducing emphasis on external 

examination and encouraging internal assessment through School-Based 

Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation. 
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Therefore, the CCE scheme brings about a paradigm shift from examination to 

effective pedagogy. 

 

National Curriculum Framework 2005, while proposing Examination Reforms 

has also stated – “Indeed, Boards should consider, as a long-term measure, making the  

 

 

Class X Examination Optional, thus permitting students continuing in the same school 

(and who do not need a Board certificate) to take an internal school exam instead “. 

Hon’ble Union Minister for Human Resource Development also announced- 

“Push the process of examination reform in accordance with NCF 2005.  This will 

include making the Class X examination optional, thus permitting students continuing 

in the same school (and who do not need a board certificate) to take an internal school 

assessment instead “. 

In the light of the above background, surveys and consultations with various 

stakeholders across the country and the given mandate of CBSE, the Board, on 

the advice of the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of 

India has decided to introduce the following Scheme:- 

 

1. Scheme of the Board  

 

1.1 Senior Secondary Schools  

a) There will be no Class X Board Examination w.e.f. 2011 for students 

studying in CBSE’s Senior Secondary schools and who do not wish to 

move out of the CBSE system after Class X. 

b) However, such students of Senior Secondary Schools who wish to move 

out of the CBSE system  after Class X (Pre-University, Vocational course, 

Change of Board, etc.) will be required to take the Board’s External (pen 

and paper written/online) Examination. 

c) Further, those students who wish to assess themselves vis-à-vis their peers 

or for self assessment will be allowed to appear in an On Demand (pen 

and paper/ online) Proficiency test. 

 

1.2  Secondary Schools  

The students studying in CBSE’s Secondary schools will however 

be required to appear in Board’s External (pen and paper 

written/online) Examination because they will be leaving the 

secondary school after Class X. 

 

1.3  All Schools 
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1.3.1 The Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) will be 

strengthened in all affiliated schools with effect from October, 

2009 in Class IX.  

 

1.3.2 An Optional Aptitude Test developed by the CBSE will also be 

available to the students. The Aptitude Test along with other school 

records and CCE would help students, parents and teachers in 

deciding the choice of subjects in Class XI.All students of Class X in 

the current academic year will be taking the CBSE Board’s Class X  

 

2010 Examination.  The CBSE will be conducting this Examination. 

The weightage of the school based assessment will remain the same 

as per past practice, i.e. 20% each in the subjects of Science, Social 

Science and Mathematics. 

 

1.3.3 The new Grading system will be introduced at Secondary School 

level (for Classes IX & X) effective from 2009-10 Academic 

Session.  The details of grading scheme are being circulated in a 

separate advisory to schools.  

Details of the scheme are annexed at (Annexure-I) all for ready reference. 

 

2.  How would the Scheme help?  

 

The above steps would help the learners and parents, who are the primary 

stakeholders of school education, in the following manner:- 

 

a) It will reduce stress and anxiety which often builds up during 

and after the examination which could have an adverse impact on 

young students especially in the age group of 13-15 years. 

b) It will reduce the dropout rate as there will be less fear and 

anxiety related to performance. 

c) In the past there was practice to often finish the entire syllabus 

much before time and follow it up with Pre-Board(s) and study 

leave. Now there will be greater focus on learning rather than 

teaching to the test. 

d) The emphasis on conceptual clarification through experiential 

learning in the classroom will increase since there will be more 

time available for transaction of curriculum. 

e) It will help the learners to develop holistically in terms of 

personality by also focussing on the co-scholastic aspects which 

will be assessed as part of the Continuous and Comprehensive 

Evaluation scheme. 

f)  
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g) It is expected to prepare the students for life by making students 

physically fit, mentally alert and emotionally balanced. 

h) The students will have more time on their hands to develop their 

interests, hobbies and personalities. 

i) It will enable the students, parents and teachers to make an 

informed choice about subjects in Class XI. 

j) It will motivate learning in a friendly environment rather than in 

a fearful situation. 

k) It will equip students with Life Skills especially Creative and 

Critical thinking skills, social skills and coping skills which will 

keep them in a good stead when they enter into a highly 

competitive environment later on. 

 

3.  Addressing the Concerns 

 

The CBSE has been discussing the matter with its stakeholders all over the 

country. A number of issues are likely to be raised by students/parents 

regarding this initiative, as it is being done for the first time by any Board 

in India.  A compilation of such issues, and solutions offered by the Board 

in the form of FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) will be soon available on 

the CBSE website.  In case of any clarification you may write through the 

CBSE’s website (detailed below) or mail your queries to the Chairman 

CBSE by superscribing “CBSE Examination Reform” on the top of the 

envelop. 

 

4. CCE Guidelines 

 

Many of the Schools are already aware about the CCE and are 

implementing the same. However, in order to improve the quality of CCE, 

the detailed guidelines are being issued and will reach the schools shortly. 

These will also be available on CBSE website (www.cbse.nic.in).   

 

5. Training Workshops 

 

Teacher training workshops will be conducted simultaneously from 

October 2009 onwards. These training workshops will be compulsory for 

the Heads of Schools and two teacher representatives. Details of these 

will be available on the CBSE’s website. Principals and trained teachers 

will be thereafter interacting with parents during Parent Teacher Meetings 

to create awareness regarding the Board’s Scheme and address their 

concerns.  

 

6. Request to School Principals 
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The CBSE is committed to the enhancement of quality in school education 

and it plans to empower schools to assess the students without 

compromising on any quality parameter.  It has full faith in the Principals 

and teachers of its affiliated schools and hopes that the following action 

will be taken in the shortest possible time:- 

 

a) Explain the above scheme in detail to the parents, teachers and 

students specially those in Classes IX and X and interact with 

parents of these students to create awareness and sensitise them. 

b) Collect and forward the information about number of students in 

Class IX in the current academic session. 

c) Forward this data to the Regional Office concerned in the 

enclosed Proforma definitely by 15th October 2009.(Annexure 2) 

 

7.  Further Clarification 

Comprehensive guidelines on various aspects of CCE will be available in 

the Teachers’ Manual on School Based Assessment shortly. This will also be 

hosted on the CBSE website (www.cbse.nic.in) 

 

In case you need any further clarification, please log on to 

www.cbse.nic.in and click on the ‘Interact with Chairman on Class X Board 

Examination’ button. Your queries on this issue will be replied 

expeditiously. 

 

All Heads of Schools are directed to make necessary preparations so as to 

implement the above scheme in letter and spirit. The Board is also sure that 

all Principals would help in implementing the above mentioned reforms. 

 

Waiting for an early response. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

(VINEET JOSHI) 

CHAIRMAN  & SECRETARY  

 

Copy with a request to respective Heads of Directorates/KVS/NVS/CTSA as 

indicated below to also disseminate the information to all concerned schools 

under their jurisdiction:  

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-Institutional Area, 

Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi-110 016. 

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, A-28, Kailash Colony, 

New Delhi. 
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3. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of 

Delhi, Old Secretariat, Delhi-110 054.            

4. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, 

Sector 9, Chandigarh-160 017. 

5. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim – 737 101. 

6. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar-  

791 111 

7. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair-744 101. 

8.  

 

9. The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESS ESS Plaza, 

Community Centre, Sector 3, Rohini, Delhi-110 085.  

10. All the Regional Officers of CBSE with the direction to send this circular to 

all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective 

regions.  

11. The Education Officers/AEOs of the Academic Branch, CBSE. 

12. The Joint Secretary (IT) with the request to host this circular on the CBSE 

website. 

13. The Library and Information Officer, CBSE 

14. EO to Chairman, CBSE 

15. PA to All HODs, CBSE 

 

CHAIRMAN  & SECRETARY  
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        Annexure 1 

 

Scheme of Examination Reforms and Continuous and 

Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE)  
 

 

A. Class IX - 2009 –10 Academic Session  

 

Strengthening Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) in Class 

IX  

(Second Term October 2009 – March 2010) 

1. The Central Board of Secondary Education introduced Continuous and 

Comprehensive Evaluation in Primary classes in 2004 (Circular No. 

5/18/25/04). The achievement records and its format was also circulated for 

Classes I to V with the objective of facilitating holistic learning in the 

school.  The focus was on identifying the talents of the learner and 

empowering with positive inputs.  The Board recommended a five Point 

rating scale, it also recommended the elimination of the pass /fail system at 

the primary classes (Circular No. 31/04/21/05). The Board has also followed 

it up by extending this scheme upto Classes VI to VIII and developed a 

CCE card on School Based Assessment for the same (Circular No. 2/07).  

2. The scheme of Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) will be 

now further strengthened in all affiliated schools from October 2009. The 

Class IX students will be assessed through the CCE by the school itself. 

The strengthened CCE scheme will be applicable for the second term 

(October 2009 – March 2010) of the current academic year in Class IX. 

3. In general, for the purpose of the CCE, an academic year has been 

divided into two terms. The first term will be from April – September and 

the second term from October – March.  

4. The CCE in classes IX & X is intended to provide holistic profile of the 

learner through evaluation of both Scholastic and Co-Scholastic areas 

spread over two terms each during two academic years. 

4.1 Evaluation of Scholastic areas: 

Each term will have two Formative assessments and one Summative 

assessment for evaluation of Scholastic areas.  

 

4.1.1  Formative Assessment: 

Formative assessment is a tool used by the teacher to continuously 

monitor student progress in a non-threatening and supportive 

environment. If used effectively it can improve student performance  
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tremendously while raising the self esteem of the child and reducing the 

work load of the teacher. Some of the main features of Formative 

assessment are that it is diagnostic and remedial, provides effective 

feedback to students, allows for the active involvement of students in their 

own learning, enables teachers to adjust teaching to take account of the 

results of assessment and recognizes the profound influence that 

assessment has on the motivation and self-esteem of students, both of 

which are crucial influences in learning.  

It is highly recommended that the school should not restrict the Formative 

assessment to only a paper-pencil test. There are other means of testing 

such as through quizzes, conversations, interviews, oral testing, visual 

testing, projects, practicals and assignments.  

For this year there will be only two Formative assessments for Class IX 

for the (remaining) second term.  

It is advised that the Schools may conduct more than two such 

assessments and take the best two out of those. 

Assessments done periodically will be shown to the students/ parents so 

as to encourage continuous participatory improvement. 

4.1.2 Summative Assessment: 

The Summative assessment is the terminal assessment of performance at 

the end of instruction. Under the end term Summative assessment, the 

students will be tested internally based on the following criteria:- 

a) Curriculum and Syllabus for Classes IX will be the same as circulated by 

the Board earlier.  

b) The Summative assessment will be in the form of a pen-paper test 

conducted by the schools themselves. It will be conducted at the end of 

each them. 

c) In order to ensure standardisation, and to ensure uniformity, the Question 

Banks in different subjects to generate question papers will be forwarded 

by the Board to schools in March 2010.  

d) In order to cater to difference in the pace of responding, the Schools will 

give flexible timing to the students during end term Summative 

assessment. 

e) For this year, there will be only one term end Summative assessment for 

the (remaining) second term to be conducted in March 2010 for Class IX 

students.    

f) Evaluation of answer scripts will be done by the school Teachers 

themselves on the basis of the Marking Scheme provided by the Board. 

g) There will be random verification of the assessments procedures carried 

on by schools by the Board officials/nominees appointed by the Board. 

 

The Weightage of Formative Assessment (FA) and Summative Assessment (SA) 

shall be as follows: 
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Term Type of Assessment Percentage of 

weightage in 

academic 

session 

Term wise 

weightage 

Total 

Formative                                                         

Assessment-1  

10% Formative 

Assessment-

1+2=20% 

Formative                                                         

Assessment-2 

10%  

FIRST TERM  

(April-Sept) 

Summative                                                      

Assessment-1 

20% Summative 

Assessment- 

1=20% 

Formative Assessment-3 10% Formative 

Assessment-

3+4=20% 

Formative Assessment-4 10%  

SECOND TERM 

(Oct-March) 

Summative Assessment-2 40% Summative 

Assessment-

2=40% 

Formative 

=40%, 

Summative 

=60% 

Total 100% 

Note: For this year as the scheme is being introduced from the Second Term only, the 

weightage of each Formative Assessment shall be 20% and that of Summative Assessment 

shall be 60%. 

4.2 Evaluation of Co-Scholastic areas: 

4.2.1 In addition to the Scholastic areas, co-scholastic areas like Life Skills; 

Attitudes & Values; Participation & Achievement in activities involving 

Literary & Creative Skills, Scientific Skills, Aesthetic Skills and Performing 

Arts & Clubs; and Health & Physical Education will also be evaluated. 

Most of the schools are already implementing activities involving these 

areas.  The schools have been trained under Adolescence Education 

Programme (AEP), emphasising upon Life Skills; the schools are also 

aware about Comprehensive School Health Programme introduced in 

2006 (Circular No. 9/06/29/07, 27&48/08). However, for ready reference and 

convenience of the schools, the activities under Co-Scholastic areas and 

evaluation thereof are also included in the comprehensive guidelines on 

various aspects of CCE (Refer Para 5 below). 

 

5. This year, the students in Class IX will follow the CCE for the second term 

only as already stated above. For this, the schools will give the Report 

Card on the model format to be supplied by the Board in its guidelines. 

This Report Card will reflect both Formative and Summative assessment 

of second term of Class IX in scholastic as well as co-scholastic areas. 

 

6. Comprehensive guidelines on various aspects of CCE will be available in 

the Teachers’ Manual on School Based Assessment shortly. This will also be 

hosted on the CBSE website (www.cbse.nic.in) 

 

7. This scheme will continue for further academic sessions also. 
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B. Class IX - 2010 – 11 Academic Session onwards 

 

These students will undergo the CCE as described above spread over two terms, 

one from April 2010 to September 2010 and the second from October 2010 to 

March 2011.  As already detailed in Para 4.1.1 and 4.1.2, the Formative 

Assessment will be part of School Based Assessment and Summative Assessment 

at the end of each term will be based on the Question Banks being sent by the 

Board. 

 

C.    Class X - 2009 – 10 Academic Session 

 

1. All students of Class X in the current academic year will be taking 

the CBSE Board’s Class X 2010 Examination.  The CBSE will be 

conducting this Examination.  

2. The weightage of the School Based Assessment will remain the same 

as per past practice, i.e. 20% each in the subjects of Science, Social 

Science and Mathematics. 

3. The new Grading system will be introduced at Secondary School 

level (for Classes IX & X) effective from 2009-10 Academic Session. 

The details of grading scheme will be circulated in a separate advisory 

to schools.  

4. The syllabus and examination specifications in all subjects remain as 

reflected in Secondary School Curriculum Document 2010 (printed by 

the Board) with minor modifications as notified to schools through 

circulars during the current session. The Curriculum Document and 

the circulars are available on the CBSE website (www.cbse.nic.in). 

  

D.  Class X- Academic Session 2010-11 onwards 

     

1. Senior Secondary Schools 

  

In Senior Secondary Schools, there will be no Board examination at Class X since 

the students will be entering Class XI in the same school.  

 

These students will be assessed through the CCE internally by the school as 

per the strengthened CCE Scheme as described above for Class IX (for the 

second term from October 2009 to March 2010) and Class X (for two terms, the 

first term from April 2010 to September 2010 and the second from October March 

2011). 

 

At the end of the academic year 2010-11, students will be issued the CCE 

certificate on the pre-printed stationery to be supplied by the Board. These CCE 

certificates, once they are complete in all respects, (for both Class IX and X)  
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will be required to be sent to the Regional Offices for the signatures of the 

Board official. 

 

However the Board will provide flexibility to the following students in Senior      

Secondary schools also to appear in Board’s external (pen and paper written/ 

online) examination (described separately below):- 

 

• The students wanting to terminate their studies in the school for 

admission in Pre-University, vocational course, etc. 

• The students wanting to shift to the other schools of other State Boards 

due to local reasons. 

Moreover, those students who wish to assess themselves vis-à-vis their peers or 

for self motivation will be allowed to appear in an On Demand (pen and paper/ 

online) Proficiency test. 

 

 

 

2. Secondary Schools: 

 

In all schools upto secondary level there will be Board’s external (pen and paper 

written/on-line) Examination at the end of Class X as detailed in para 3 below since 

the students will be moving out of these schools. 

 

Note: The students in Classes IX and X in Secondary Schools also will follow the 

CCE as described above. At the end of the Class X, students will be issued the 

CCE certificates on the pre-printed stationery supplied by the Board. 

 

3. External (pen and paper written/online) Examination 

 

• These mainly application oriented external (pen and paper written/ online) 

Examinations will be based on the same syllabi as detailed in the 

Curriculum Document 2011.  

• These will be certified by the CBSE. 

 

E. Concessions being given to the Differently Abled  

 

All the relaxations such as use of scribe for visually challenged, choice of 

optional subjects, use of computers for visually challenged being provided the 

present Board Examinations of Class X to the differently-abled children need to 

be continued in the School Based Assessment also, at the formative as well as 

Summative level. Due consideration will also be given to these students in co-

scholastic evaluation too. 
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F. Aptitude Test 

 

1. The Board will offer an Aptitude Test (optional) which along with 

other school records and CCE would help the students, parents and 

teachers in deciding the choice of the subjects at Class XI.   

2. The Board proposes to provide an opportunity to students to 

undertake the Aptitude Test twice, once at the end of Class IX and 

then at the end of Class X. 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Admission in Class XI (Academic Session 2011 – 12) 

 

1. For the purpose of admission in Class XI the CCE certificate will be 

relied upon.  

2. It is also recommended that some amount of weightage be assigned 

to the co-scholastic aspects especially Life Skills and excellence in 

sports for allotting subjects in class XI. A multi-pronged approach 

for assigning subjects needs to be adopted. Aptitude test, Scholastic 

Performance and Co-Scholastic Achievements, all need to be given 

weightage.  

3. Students of the same school may be given preference over the 

students coming from any other school for admission in Class XI.  

 

 

*** 
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Annexure-2 
CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Proforma for Data Collection in Class IX 

For academic session (2009-10) 

 

Name of the School______________________________________________________ 

 

Complete Address_______________________________________________________ 

 

School Code (Examination Code)_________________________________________ 

 

Affiliation Number  _____________________________________________________ 

 

Affiliation Status (Secondary/Senior Secondary)____________________________ 

 

Contact Number Tel (O)_______________ (R )____________Mob_______________ 

 

Email id:  School________________________________________________________ 

 

Email id:  Principal       __________________________________________________   

 

Total number of:- 

a. Sections in Class IX_____________________________________ 

b. Students in Class IX____________________________________ 

c. Teachers teaching Class IX_______________________________ 

 

Differently abled students if any with specific details (Please attach a separate sheet) 

 

Certified that the above information is correct. 

 

 

SIGNATURE WITH DATE    __________________________ 

 

NAME OF THE PRINCIPAL   __________________________ 

 

STAMP OF THE SCHOOL    __________________________ 

 

*** 
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CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION 

2, COMMUNITY CENTRE, PREET VIHAR, DELHI-110 092 

 

 

No. CBSE/ACAD/2009      22nd  September, 2009 

                                  Circular No. 40/22-09-2009 

All the Heads of the institutions 

affiliated to CBSE 

 

Subject: Introduction of Grading at Secondary School level for classes IX & X 

from ensuing academic year 2009-10 

 

Dear Principal, 

 

Evaluation provides an essential yard stick to judge the quality of students.  It 

plays an important role in the educational system.  It also provides motivation and a 

sense of purpose to both teachers and students to achieve set goals.   

 

The term examination has come to be associated with stress and anxiety.  The 

process of teaching and learning which is supposed to be meaningful for the student 

loses its joy because of these negative connotations of examination.   

 

1. Setting the Context 

 

1.1 Schools begin ranking students, on the basis of their marks, from as early 

as their pre- primary years. Such a drive has several negative effects on 

learning.  Students, parents and society at large become amnions in the 

race to acquire more and more marks in examinations which leads to an 

extremely stressful existence. Moreover, though all out efforts are made 

to enhance the reliability of examination, the human error cannot be 

avoided. This shortcoming can be overcome if the students are placed in 

ability bands that represent range of scores. 

 

1.2 The National Policy on Education 1986 (NPE) and Programme of Action 

1992 (POA) also envisaged the recasting of the examination system and 

has, inter alia, suggested that grades be used in place of marks. 

 

1.3 National Curriculum Framework 2005 envisaged an evaluation system 

which would grade the students on their regular activities in the 

classroom and enable students to understand and focus on their learning 

gaps and learn through these as part of Formative Assessment.   

 

1.4 The introduction of grades in the examinations has been debated in CBSE 

also during the past through various Committees and platforms. The 

CBSE has also held countrywide consultations and deliberations with 

eminent educationists including experts from Central Board of Secondary 

Education, Indian Institute of Technology, National Council of  



 40

 

Educational Research and Training, Indian Statistical Institute and 

schools affiliated to CBSE.  

 

2. Scheme of Grading 

 

2.1 As a matter of fact the Board has been preparing itself and all the 

stakeholders for a change to move over from numerical marking system 

to grading system during the past few years by creating a climate of 

acceptance.  The Board has already in a phased manner, introduced the 

grading system based on absolute marks up to class VIII. 

 

2.2 Now, therefore, the CBSE, on the advice of the Ministry of Human 

Resource Development, Government of India has decided to introduce 

nine point grading system. 

 

2.3  In this system, student’s performance will be assessed using conventional  

numerical marking mode, and the same will be later converted into the 

grades on the basis of the pre-determined marks ranges as detailed below 

:- 

 

MARKS RANGE GRADE GRADE POINT 

91-100 A1 10.0 

81-90 A2 9.0 

71-80 B1 8.0 

61-70 B2 7.0 

51-60 C1 6.0 

41-50 C2 5.0 

33-40 D 4.0 

21-32 E1  

20 and below E2  

 

2.4  The Board has decided to introduce the above grading scheme at 

Secondary level for classes IX & X from the current academic year 2009-

10.  Accordingly, the “Statement of Subject wise Performance” issued 

by the Board w.e.f. the Class X Examination 2010 will have only grades 

in place of marks.  Subject wise percentile rank can also be made 

available to schools on demand. 

 

2.3  Similarly, the schools are also directed to introduce the above Grading 

Scheme in the evaluation of their students in Class IX under the 

scheme of CCE as detailed in the circular no. 39 dated 20th September, 

2009   

 

3. How does it Help? 

 

3.1 The primary function of Grading is to communicate effectively to a 

variety of stakeholders the degree of an individual student. The grading  
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of students would also take away the frightening judgmental quality of 

marks obtained in a test leading to a stress free and joyful learning 

environment in the school. This will also enable maintaining a 

meaningful continuity in the assessment pattern from the primary level to 

the secondary level and also in ensuring a basic uniformity in the schools.  

 

3.2  The system being implemented now will have the following 

advantages: 

 

� It will minimize misclassification of students on the basis of unreliable 

marks. 

� It will eliminate unhealthy cut-throat competition among high 

achievers. 

� It will reduce societal pressure and will provide the learner with more 

flexibility. 

� It will lead to a focus on a better learning environment  

 

4. Operational Modalities 

 

4.1 The student’s performance shall be assessed using conventional method 

of numerical marking. 

4.2 The ‘Grades’ shall be awarded to indicate the subject wise performance. 

4.3 The ‘Grades’ shall be awarded on a nine point scale as per Table prepage. 

4.4 Only Subject wise grades shall be shown in the “Statement of Subject 

wise Performance” to be issued to all the students. 

4.5 Subject-wise percentile score/rank at the National level shall be provided 

to the schools on demand. 

4.6 The practice of declaring Compartment/ Fail shall be discontinued. 

4.7 Those candidates who obtain the qualifying grades (D and above) in at 

least five subjects, including one compulsory language (English or Hindi) 

shall be awarded a Qualifying Certificate.  

4.8 Those candidates who have obtained grade E1 or E2 in the subject shall 

have to improve their performance. Such candidates shall have option 

for improvement of their performance through subsequent attempts. 

 
For example, a candidate who appeared in Board’s examination in March 2010 can 

appear in July 2010, March 2011 and July 2011 only in subjects where he/she has got 

grade E1 or E2 till he/she gets grades (D and above) in at least five subjects, including 

one compulsory language (English or Hindi) and becomes eligible for award of 

Qualifying Certificate. 

 

4.9 Those who get Qualifying certificates shall be eligible for admission in 

higher classes. 

4.10 Those candidates who are not able to get grades (D and above) in at least 

five subjects including one compulsory language (English or Hindi) shall 

not be permitted for admission in Class XI. 

 

5. Addressing the Concerns 
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The CBSE has been discussing the matter with its stakeholders all over the 

country. A number of issues are likely to be raised by students/parents regarding 

this initiative. A compilation of such issues, and solutions offered by the Board in 

the form of FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) will be soon available on the CBSE 

website.  In case of further clarification you may mail your queries to the 

Chairman CBSE by superscribing “CBSE Examination Reform” on the top of the 

envelop. You may also log on to www.cbse.nic.in and click on the ‘Interact with 

Chairman on Grading in Classes IX-X’ button. Your queries on this issue will be 

replied expeditiously. 

 

All Heads of the schools are advised to explain the above scheme in detail to the 

parents, teachers and students specially those in Classes IX and X to create 

awareness and sensitization. Teacher Training Workshops on Continuous 

Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) will be held from October, 2009. 

Implementation of aforesaid scheme of Grading will also be explained in 

detail in these workshops. 

                                                                                                            

 

          Yours faithfully, 

 

 

      (VINEET JOSHI) 

CHAIRMAN  & SECRETARY  

 
 

Copy with a request to respective Heads of Directorates/KVS/NVS/CTSA as indicated below 

to also disseminate the information to all concerned schools under their jurisdiction:  

 

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-Institutional Area, 

Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi-110 016. 

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, A-28, Kailash Colony, New 

Delhi. 

3. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old 

Secretariat, Delhi-110 054.            

4. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 

9, Chandigarh-160 017. 

5. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim – 737 101. 

6. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar-  791 111 

7. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair-744 101. 

8. The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESS ESS Plaza, Community 

Centre, Sector 3, Rohini, Delhi-110 085.  

9. All the Regional Officers of CBSE with the direction to send this circular to all the 

Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions.  

10. The Education Officers/AEOs of the Academic Branch, CBSE. 

11. The Joint Secretary (IT) with the request to host this circular on the CBSE website. 

16. The Library and Information Officer, CBSE 

17. EO to Chairman, CBSE 

18. PA to All HODs, CBSE 

 

CHAIRMAN  & SECRETARY  
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